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G. R. Gore Photo

N’kwala School Visits BIG Little Science Centre

Jayleen Stewart of N’kwala School at Douglas Lake entertained her schoolmates by volunteering for the Van
de Graaff generator ‘hair raising’ demonstration. Almost the entire school visited us, and the youngsters had a
great time at the BIG Little Science Centre. More photos on pages 4-5.
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Thank You!
Thanks to the following individuals for generous donations to the BIG Little Science Centre:

• Fred Gornall of Victoria, BC
• Carolyn Ramsay of B.E.S.T. School
• Allen Wootten of Terrace, BC

Thank you Thompson Rivers University for an honorarium for a field trip by Science 50 students.
Thank you Valleyview Overlanders Lions Club for a generous donation of $1,000. Photo on Page 7.
Thank you N’kwala Education for an honorarium for a field trip by N’Kwala School students.

This Newsletter is a
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E-Mail: gord@blscs.org

Website
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Gordon R. Gore

Home: 962 Sycamore Drive
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Phone: (250) 579 5722
Fax: (250) 579 2302

E-mail: grgore@telus.net

Over 39,300 visitors have
enjoyed the

BIG Little Science Centre!

What’s Ahead at the BIG

Little Science Centre?

Pro-D Science Day Camps for Kids
January 21 2008 Invitational Science Day Camp

(Sold Out!)
May 5 2008 Third Invitational Science Day Camp

Next Open House is
Saturday February 16 2008.

Teacher In-Service Offerings
[Tentative: Subject to KTTA Requests]

February 22 2008 (More Details Later)

Workshop #1: Hands-on Activities for Light and

Colour: Are you looking for ideas for teaching Light and

Colour? This very ‘hands-on’ session features about 20

stations where you can try out activities that you can use

with your own students.

(Intermediate or Middle School) Gordon Gore

Workshop #2: “Matter”: Adele Stapleton has many

neat ‘hands-on’ ideas for teaching primary kids about

Matter. (Primary) Adele Stapleton
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Science Fun for Your Family
Insulators and Conductors

Excerpt from Science Experiments for Elementary Students (1991, Gordon Gore, author and publisher).

Figure 1

What to Do

1. On your desk, place a sheet of plain writing paper and a sheet of aluminum foil, about the same size as the
paper.

2. Place your left hand on the sheet of paper and your right hand on the foil. Observe any apparent difference in
temperature.

3. Reverse the two sheets. Place your left hand on the foil, and your right hand on the paper.

Think About It!

1. Did one sheet feel cooler than the other sheet? If so, which one felt cooler?
2. Why is aluminum often used to make cooking pots and pans?
3. Why do aluminum pots and pans often have wood or plastic handles?
4. Materials that slow down the rate at which heat moves through them are called insulators. Materials through
which heat travels readily are called conductors. Which is the insulator and which is the conductor in your
experiment using paper and aluminum?

5. On a cold winter day, a door handle feels cold to the touch, but the door feels warm. They may both be at the
same temperature. Why do they feel as if they are at different temperatures?

You Need

1 sheet of writing paper
1 roll of aluminum foil
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N’kwala School Comes to Visit….

Why are these kids laughing? See the cover photo. 2

3 4

5 6
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9 10

1 (Cover) Jayleen Stewart
2. Zoey Stewart
3 Trevor Lindley
4. Alberta Ned
5. Kiara Stewart andMrs. Parkin
6. Chris Chillihitzia
7. Alberta Ned
8. Devyn Nicholas
9. Phillip McRae
10. Troy Holmes
11. Trevor Lindley
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‘Technology and I’
Gordon R. Gore

It makes no sense! I’m a retired physics teacher, who should
be embracing the latest technologies in a big way. Yet, I have
resisted ‘technological advances’ all my life. It began with
hockey, when I was a child, in the 1940’s. (Everyone plays
hockey in Quebec. I was good enough to have fun with the
game, but 99 was my body weight, not my jersey number.) I
had a one-piece hickory hockey stick that I treasured. My
family was not wealthy, so a Christmas gift of a hockey stick
was genuinely valued. The trend at the time was toward
‘laminated’ wooden hockey sticks, which were more costly.
Friends kidded me about my ‘old-fashioned’ one-piece stick,
but I liked it, and it worked! (It probably cost about a dollar,
and the ‘high-tech’ laminated sticks cost much more. Why
waste money on a new stick if the old one could be re-taped
and used forever. It was almost impossible to break that one-
piece hockey stick. It had a straight blade, which meant you
could shoot forehand or backhand and miss the net either way.
I never will understand curved blades on hockey sticks,
another one of those ‘technological advances’.

I earned money to buy a new bicycle, by caddying.
The whole neighbourhood was watching when the big blue
Eaton’s cube truck delivered my bike in Strathmore, Quebec.
It was your basic bicycle. It was a bright shiny red colour, had
a lamp powered by a dynamo, a ding-a-ling bell, and it had
two speeds: going and stopped. What more did one need in a
flat place like Strathmore? When my younger brother Mike
bought himself a three-speed bike, I could not understand why
he needed three speeds to ride around Strathmore. There was
‘high technology’ again. I just could not see the point.

Do you remember slide rules? I refused to use one
until second-year university. It always seemed that I was
somehow cheating if I did not do my own calculations
longhand. Finally, a puzzled physics lab instructor at McGill
University convinced me to buy one of these ‘new’ ‘high tech’
devices and learn how to use it.

When I started teaching, I was a lot more accepting
of my first electric calculator, which was handy for totaling
student marks and for figuring my taxes. However, that basic
calculator cost about $150. Today you can purchase an
electronic calculator that has all the basic trig functions and
countless other bells and whistles, for about $10.

I remember the early computers that were slowly
introduced into schools. At Westsyde Secondary School in the
1970’s, there were several Radio Shack computers. A few
keen instructors tried to get other teachers to learn how to use
them. I found them downright annoying at the time. Computer
report cards were introduced. I despised these impersonal
documents then, and still do.

I wrote several science books using a regular
typewriter, then an electronic typewriter, and finally bought an
Apple IIe. It had very little memory, but I could see the
advantage of being able to ‘cut and paste’ when editing my
material. It was years before I broke down and purchased a

truly useful computer that had enough memory to include
photographs in my documents. I now wish I had access to an
iMac computer twenty years ago.

When I went to school, back in the Middle Ages, one
did not take ‘Typing’ unless one was in a ‘commerce’ stream.
My Dad typed with two fingers, so I figured that was how you
did it. Besides, using all 10 fingers just meant making five
times as many typos. (My Dad was chief clerk to Grant
McConachie, President of CP Air. Not bad for a guy with
Grade 6 education!) I still type with two fingers, and I still
look at the keys, not the screen. I justify this by saying “It’s
not how fast you type it, but what you write.”

In my opinion, one of the most ‘over-engineered’ bits
of technology is the TV remote. All I want is to be able to turn
the TV on or off, change channels and maybe shut off the
sound during commercials. My remote has about 400 buttons,
only 12 of which I ever use.

Golf clubs! I haven’t been able to play golf for four
years, but here is one area where marketing overwhelms
common sense. I bought a set of first class golf clubs in 1971,
and still have them. My ‘woods’ were really made of wood,
and the shafts were made of steel. Yielding to temptation, I did
eventually buy a ‘state-of-the-art’ metal driver with a graphite
shaft and a titanium head the size of a small yacht. I was able
to hit the ball almost as far with it as I could with my 30-year-
old wood driver with the steel shaft … and it only cost as
much as my whole set cost in 1971. I am still waiting for the
golf companies to come out with a titanium golf tee.

Cell phones? My brother advised me to get one years
ago when my health was failing, so I carry it with me at all
times, always turned off, but kept ‘charged’ in case I have to
make an emergency call. My cell phone is very basic: no
pictures, no ‘texting’, no Internet, and no music. I just can’t
see the need for any of them in a telephone. Only Dick Tracy
and teenagers need these contraptions.

Digital cameras? I avoided digital cameras for years,
because I liked developing my own black and white
photographs, and because the quality just wasn’t there in the
early models. However, since I purchased a quality Canon
digital camera a few years ago, I’ve come to accept it as a
great timesaver and a very nice way to do photographs for
publication. The quality is excellent in today’s digital cameras.
However, there are far too many bells and whistles on my
camera. In 99% of situations, all one needs is the automatic
setting.

Now that I’m in my 70’s, I must confess I have come
to appreciate many ‘technological advances’ that really do
serve a useful purpose other than impressing one’s friends. E-
mail, ‘googling’, information storage devices like CD’s, and
DVD’s, laser printers and similar toys can be very useful even
to a ‘non-techie’.

One has to wonder what will be available for the next
generation.

Gorey Proverb: Careless nuclear scientists live only half-lives!
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Photo provided by Lion Keith Davies of the Valleyview Overlanders Lions Club.

Valleyview Overlanders Lions Club assists the BIG Little Science Centre.

Lion Bob Gilbert, Public Relations Chair of the Valleyview Overlanders Lions Club, presents a check for $1,000 to
BIG Little Science Centre’s Executive Director Gord Stewart. (The other Santa looks on approvingly.) Gord did a show
for the Valleyview Overlanders Lions Club picnic last summer. Thanks, Lions! (Recently the Kamloops
Paddlewheelers Lions Club also donated $1,000 to the BIG Little Science Centre.)
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Visitors to the

BIG Little Science Centre
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Major Supporters

Ministry of Education

Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Salmon Enhancement Program

Kamloops Kiwanis Club Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

Gaming and Enforcement Branch

Barb Mui, Ph.D. Watson Engineering Ltd.
Carolyn Palaga Audiology Services Siemens Hearing Instruments

Westsyde Elementary School Parent Advisory Council

Kamloops Paddlewheelers
Lions Club Valleyview Overlanders

Lions Club
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G. R. Gore Photo

Darian Shaw ofWestmount Elementary School
‘hams it up’ as he tries out the ‘Talking Head’ illusion

at the BIG Little Science Centre.

Readers! Is your membership up to date? If not, please renew
by using the Membership Form on Page 7. We appreciate your support!

Gordon R. Gore, Editor


